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International Course of Church Based Development Work

Course Goal

The course participant, working in a local church or a church-based NGO, will be equipped to function as an agent of change in society. The participant will through theological reflection gain a fundamental understanding of diakonia and its developmental aspects and will gain awareness of the potential role of church and church based NGOs in society. The participant will be able to initiate, monitor and evaluate development projects and to raise awareness of social and development issues in church and society. 

The Initiators and Danish Partner Organizations

The International Line was launched in 1998 as a joint project between church-related organisations in Denmark with the aim of assisting partners in Eastern Europe to educate workers for social and diaconal projects at home. But the Line has become truly international as, since 2002, it has welcomed students from Asia, Africa, The Middle East and Latin America.

The group of Danish partners who until now have sponsored students at The International Line has included following organizations: DanChurchAid, Y's Men International Region Denmark, YMCA and YWCA in Denmark, Areopagos, Danmission, Danish Sudan Mission, Danish Moravian Mission, Leve Børnene (Viva Network) and some Danish dioceses and parishes. 

The course is seen as an important partner activity between Danish partners and their partner organizations in other countries. It gives the students and their Danish sponsoring organization a good possibility to get to know each other closer, exchange experiences, share knowledge and build network etc. The experiences of the Danish partner organizations are included in the concrete teaching through visits, examples of best practices etc., and the practices of the students are carried out in the partner organization. Further more students are often invited by their Danish partner organization to take part in meetings, annual assemblies etc. The Danish partner organizations are through the annual partner meetings involved in the overall planning of the course. 

The Diaconal College and a Danish Deacon

The International Line is situated at the Diaconal College in Aarhus, Denmark. The Diaconal College educates deacons, which in a Danish context means a lay person with a Christian education within the area of social work. Most of the Danish students are studying social pedagogy at a 4 years BA level. Others take a shorter education as social and health workers while others take a one year course in diakonia. At the end of their training the Danish students can be inaugurated as deacons if they wish to - that means that they receive a special blessing in the church for their service in society. 

Please note that there is no inauguration, ordination or consecration of the international students as the different traditions and theological understandings of the deaconate in the Christian churches are fully respected.

The Target Group of the Course
The course takes place in an international environment with students from various cultural, denominational and national backgrounds. The target group consists of young people, who are actively involved in social, diaconal or development work either professionally or voluntarily, and who are willing to take up responsibility in their organization upon returning home. The organizations are encouraged to look for present or future key persons with potential for leadership for attending the course. 
As the aim of the International Line is to educate students to work with development projects in their immediate environment, it is important that all applicants have a network in the shape of a church or church-related organisation or the like to return to. This is to ensure that the experience and teaching, that the applicant receives, can be applied to the immediate environment in his or her country. For this to happen it is important for any student of the International Line to return to a network that will be interested in supporting the student in his or her future ventures in the field of development projects, social work and diakonia as well as a network. The network of the student must be interested in assisting the student in transforming new experiences into workable solutions that fit into the environment of the home country. It is therefore important, that the church or organisation that recommends a student, also considers how to support the student upon return as well as considers how the congregation or organisation might benefit from sending a student to the course. 

The International Line accepts different groups of students. 

- Professionals: People who are working professionally with development projects, diaconal or social work within churches or church-related NGOs. 

- Volunteers: People who are voluntarily working with development projects, diaconal or social work within churches or church-related NGOs. 

- Exchange students: The International Line can be attended by students, who are studying in their home countries, as part of their formal education within e.g. social studies, theology etc. The 3 months course equals 20 ECTS points. If the student wish so, another 10 ECTS points can be added by writing a thesis in any of the 4 modules upon returning home.  

At the International Line students are expected to take active part in the teaching and in social life at the school as well as to do their written and read homework in time! Participation in the lessons is compulsory. A high degree of student participation is expected.  All students are also expected to take part in the practical work at the school such as cleaning.

Requirements

Applicants must:

· Be dedicated and wanting to partake in three months of full-time study in Denmark

· Be interested in studying the subjects of the course.

· Be interested in getting involved and help building up good relations with fellow students.

· Be engaged in volunteer or paid work at a local church or church-related organisation. 

· Be prepared to return to their home country upon finishing the course to start or continue work in the field of development work/ diaconal/ social work.

· Be willing to participate in the follow-up process upon return and to share the experiences obtained through the course with both Danish and national partners.

· Have started or finished an education. 

· Possess solid oral and written English skills confirmed by a completed TOEFL test.

· Be at least 21 years of age.

For practical reasons the Diaconal College is, unfortunately, not able to welcome families with children.

Content of the Course

The weekly schedule will consist of app. 30 lessons. Added to this comes homework in the form of read material, written assignments and oral presentations. Group work, excursions and practice will also be part of the course. 

Module 1: Church and civil society

a. Diakonia: 




44 lessons

b. The church in society:



44 lessons
c. Advocacy and Media: 



40 lessons

d. Danish Days in a local community: 

18 lessons

In all: 





146 lessons

Module 2: Project Work

2. Project Work: 




76 lessons
Module 3: Organizational Management

a. Organization and Leadership: 


54 lessons

b. Communication and Counseling: 

38 lessons

c. Practice in an NGO: 



18 lessons

In all: 





110 lessons

4. Other subjects

a. Study Trip to Copenhagen: 


18 lessons

b. Intro to the Diaconal College and to DK:

10 lessons

c. Study skills: 




12 lessons

d. Class hour: 




12 lessons

e. Re-entry: 




  4 lessons

In all: 





56 lessons

For the full description of modules and subjects please see the home page of the College: www.diakonhoejskolen.dk 

Teaching Methods and the Life at the Boarding School
The teaching methods, which are characteristic for the Danish school system, are based on equality and democracy. The teaching methods include class-based teaching with a high degree of student involvement, dialogue and sharing of experience, excursions, study trips and practice with the aim of giving the students the possibility to influence the work of their different churches or organizations. 

The course takes place at a boarding school in the tradition of the Danish Folk High School. The everyday life is characterized by fellowship between students from the different classes and staff via meals, morning devotions, school meetings, celebrations, spare time activities and practical work such as cleaning and kitchen duty.  

The Application Process
All applicants must fill out an application form and send it to the director of the International Line. Included in the application must be a CV and the result of a completed, web-based TOEFL test (English test; see below). In addition a leader or a priest from a church or church-related organisation is asked to write a letter of recommendation about the applicant. 

Upon receiving an application the director will send a receipt via e-mail confirming that he has received the application.

In good time before the start of the course, the applicant will receive a message stating whether he or she has been accepted to the course. The applicant will also receive guidelines on how to apply for a 3 months tourist visa for cultural purposes. It is very important to follow the guidelines with regard to obtaining the tourist visa! Failure to return the due documents in time will cause the applicant to forfeit his or her place at the course. 

Course Commencement and Number of Students
The duration of the course is 3 months. There is at the moment only one course each year at the International Line - beginning in September and ending in December. The Diaconal College has around 100 students of which 10-15 are international.

Fees
Sponsoring organization
The International Line and your Danish sponsoring organization will prior to the course make a contract concerning the payment of the course. The contract includes: Travel expenses from your home to the school, fees in connection with applying for visa, boarding and lodging at the school, teaching fee, teaching materials, excursions, insurance, study trips etc. In addition to that you will have a monthly allowance (pocket money); at the time being this equals 900 DKK. 

No sponsor
The price of the course is 35.000 Danish Kroner (app. 6.500 USD). The price includes: Boarding and lodging at the school, teaching fee, teaching materials, excursions, study trips, monthly allowance (pocket money) etc. 
Please note, that travel expenses from your home to the school, fees in connection with applying for visa, and expenses for a travel insurance, which you need in order to enter the country are NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE. 
Please note that the Diaconal College is not able to offer grants to students. You are therefore dependant on having a sponsoring organization or raising the money yourself. 

Language and TOEFL test
The course will be in English, which is why a good demand of the English language is a pre-condition for acceptance to the course. Before applying for the course you have to complete a TOEFL (English) test via the Internet. The result of the test must be printed out and included in the application. Applications without the results of a completed TOEFL test will not be taken into consideration. Concerning how to take the test: See the guidelines below. 

Coming to Denmark
To be able to attend the course all students must obtain a 3 months tourist visa for cultural purposes from the nearest Danish embassy or consulate. 

Please note that it can take up to 12 weeks to obtain a Danish tourist visa. 

If an applicant is accepted to the course he or she will receive a guideline from the director which must be followed in order to obtain the tourist visa. It is of utmost importance that this procedure and the deadline for applications for the tourist visa are taken very seriously!

Further Information

For further information please consult our website on www.diakonhoejskolen.dk or contact the school. 

Jens Maibom Pedersen
Principal

The Diaconal College (Diakonhøjskolen)

Lyseng Allé 15

DK-8270 Højbjerg

Denmark

Phone: (+45) 86 27 41 22

E-mail: international@diakonhoejskolen.dk

Fax: (+45) 86 27 42 10

Guidelines for the Online TOEFL (English) Test

Find a quiet place with a computer with internet access. It is very important that you have plenty of time and sit alone to do this test. The test will take you a maximum of 70 minutes.

As the test needs to reflect your skills you are neither allowed any help nor to use your dictionary. 

Please go to the Internet site:

http://www.mba-center.net/?site=www&section=testprep&page=diagnostictesting#1

· Click on: "click here to proceed".

· Next you must register to be able to take the test.

· Once you have registered and signed in you are asked to choose which test to take.

· You must now select the: "TOEFL - paper based" test. 

· Next you must choose the "testing mode".

The computer will now take you through the test.

You are only allowed to take the test ONCE!

Once you have finished the test you print out the test score and include it in your application for the course. 

APPLICATION FORM
Autumn Course 2008

Dates: Monday the 22th of September (arrival from Saturday the 20th of September) to Thursday the 18th of December (departure on the 19th of December).
Title: "International Course of Church Based Development Work

Please, write or type clearly!

Family Name:___________​​​​​_________________________________________________________________

First Name:______________________________________________________________________________

Street Address:____​​_______________________________________________________________________

Postal Code:____________  Town:___________________________________________________________

Country:________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: (countrycode/areacode/number):____________________________________________________

Telefax: (countrycode/areacode/number):______________________________________________________

E-mail:_________________________________________________________________________________

Gender:  Female:____ Male:____  Marital status:  Single:____   Married:____

Confession/ denomination:__________________________________________________________________

Occupation:_____________________________________________________________________________

Name sending organization in your home country:_______________________________________________

Name of sponsoring organization in Denmark:__________________________________________________ 

Diseases or allergy:_______________________________________________________________________

Date of Birth: (day/month/year)______________________________________________________________

Passport Number:____________________  Issued by:___________________

Issued in:_________ Date of issue:___________ Date of expiry:__________

Nationality:_________________   Mother Tongue:_____________________

SIGNATURE

I have read and understood the invitation and the content of the course, and I want to participate in the course in order to return to use my skills in my congregation/organization/country:

_______________________________________

(Date and signature)

TO BE FILLED OUT BY THE APPLICANT
	Please answer all of the following questions (please use extra space on a separate sheet of paper if you would like):

	Why are you interested in participating at the International Line?



	Describe you involvement in your church or church-related organisation:



	Describe you recent job(s) (as a volunteer or professional) in the field of DEVELOPMENT WORK/diaconal/social work. Please indicate when the job started, and if applicable, when it finished:



	For exchange students: Name of school/ university, where you are studying now; what are you studying? When did you begin your studies? And when do you expect to finish? 



	Describe your education and relevant courses



	How do you believe that you would benefit socially and professionally from attending the International Line?



	What do you expect you could contribute to the course?

	How are you going to use your involvement in the course when you come home?



	How do you spend you leisure time?

	Please describe yourself in a few lines:



	How long have you been studying English?

	Have you studied or lived abroad before?




With you application please enclose: 

· Your CV

· The result of your TOEFL test

· The recommendation from your church or church-related organisation.

Please return all documents to:
The International Line
The Diaconal College
Lyseng Allé 15

DK-8270 Højbjerg
international@diakonhojskolen.dk
TO BE FILLED OUT BY LEADER OF CHURCH OR CHURCH-RELATED ORGANISATION ON BEHALF OF THE APPLICANT

	Recommendation for applicant to the International Line. (Please use a separate sheet of paper if you prefer to write your recommendation more freely. You should, however, include the following information:) 

	Please state the name of the applicant whom you are recommending:



	Name of organisation or church that you represent:



	Please state your name and your position in the church/organisation:



	Address of organisation/church:

	Phone number of organisation/church:



	E-mail of organisation/church:



	If applicable please state your Danish partner organisation:

	How long have you known the applicant?

	Please describe the applicant in a few lines:



	Pease describe the involvement of the applicant in your Church/ organization: 



	Please comment on the ecumenical attitude of the applicant:



	Why do you recommend the applicant to participate in the course?

	Which idea do you have concerning the use of the applicant in your congregation/organisation upon return?

	Please comment on the English language abilities of the applicant:



	Please include any other comments you may have:




SIGNATURE

_______________________________________

(Date and signature)

International Line • Diakonhøjskolen • Århus • Denmark
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